
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends & Partners,  
 
It is a privilege to offer our thanks to you for the support you have provided over the past year.  Enclosed in this annual report 
is an accounting of your generosity, highlights of the work you have supported, and our expression of gratitude that you chose 
We Raise to impact the lives of others.  
 
Our aim is to be the hands and feet of Jesus in communities that, too often, are left behind. We do this by following His 
example of valuing relationships, finding ways to be helpful and supportive of others, being proximate to the people you 
serve, and by recognizing we are all better than the worst thing we've done. We recognize that you have many choices when 
you consider your philanthropy. We remain truly grateful that you directed your support to us and are steadfast in our 
commitment to deploy your gifts in a manner that multiplies its impact. "Smart philanthropy" that expands the influence of 
your giving is the hallmark of our approach. Thank you for helping us make a difference.   
 
Gratefully, 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. Mark Duesenberg     Mr. Paul C. Miles 
Chair, Board of Directors     President and CEO 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We Raise Foundation is honored to present our  
fiscal year 2023 Annual Report, which reflects the impact  

of your gifts from July 1, 2022 through June 30, 2023. 
 
 

“Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever 
sows generously will also reap generously. Each of you should give 
what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:6-8) 
 
God is the quintessential cheerful giver. He delights in giving 
extravagantly and desires that we, as His image bearers, reflect His 
character. Scripture teaches that generosity is inextricably tied to 
loving others. After all, God so loved the world, He gave His only 
Son to meet the greatest need of all time.  
 
In response to Christ’s sacrificial love, We Raise Foundation strives 
to collaborate with like-minded individuals and organizations who 
are eager to demonstrate God’s love with action. We Raise is 
committed to steward your generosity wisely and strategically for 
deeper impact and invest in compassionate program innovators 
who offer sustainable solutions within the areas of education, 
workforce development and criminal justice. 
 
We Raise is blessed to be in community with those who share our 
vision of a world free from poverty, violence, and inequality. Your 
partnership enables us to invest in people and ideas that can result 
in healthy communities, opportunities for growth, and thriving 
individuals. Knowing that our time, talent, and treasure can make a 
positive impact to those around us, we are filled with a sense of 
purpose and fulfillment—resulting in joy. 

- Joy in Your Generosity - 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Vision 
 

People free from poverty, violence, and inequality. 
 

 

Our Mission 
 
 
 
 
 

Called by Christ to serve others, We Raise Foundation 
partners with Christian organizations to support and 

develop sustainable programs that help people thrive. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

People Served in FY2023 
 

During Fiscal Year 2023, We Raise Foundation grantee partners  
served over 22,000 men, women, and children  

through their programs! 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers Engaged in 
FY2023 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Volunteers are the lifeblood of so many  
nonprofit organizations.  
During Fiscal Year 2023,  

over 700 individuals volunteered 
their time with We Raise Foundation grantees for a total of  

over 58,000 hours! 
 
 
 
 

“Each of you should use whatever 
gift you have received to serve 
others, as faithful stewards of 

God's grace in its various forms.” 
                                1 Peter 4:10 

 
 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Program Support in 
FY2023 

 
 

 
 
 

 
We Raise’s grant programs are about much more than money.  

Long-term successful programs and leaders also  
benefit from expert advice, connections with  

other inspired leaders, and additional funding opportunities.  
We Raise grants aim to provide both  

financial support and expert resources  
to strengthen the program for sustainable impact. 

 

Total Program Support in FY2023 
$900,920 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donor Support in FY2023 
 
 
 
 
 

Everything We Raise Foundation does is made possible by  
our generous, faithful supporters.  

We received donations from nearly 3,400  
individuals during fiscal year 2023.  

Donors supported the work of We Raise in a variety of ways  
including planned gifts, IRA charitable rollover gifts, gifts of stock, 

memoriam/honorariums, Thrivent Choice Dollars, and Amazon Smile.  
 
 
 

. 
 
 
 
 
 

Grantee Highlights 
 
 

On the next few pages, we’ve highlighted four  
We Raise program partners that inspired us this 

past year, projects made possible only by our 
partners and donors working together. 

 











 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2022 Richard E. Herman Leadership Award 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Ms. Rachel Patterson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Rachel Patterson has served as the Executive Director of Oak Tree Ministries in  
 Birmingham, Ala., since 2018. Oak Tree provides gospel-centered, trauma-informed  
 community support to Birmingham’s largest public housing community, Marks Village.  

  
Since Patterson first began with Oak Tree Ministries as a volunteer in 2015 before joining 
the team as programs director in 2017. Oak Tree is located in the neighborhood where 
they work, living alongside the families who have been pushed to the margins, learning 
from them, and dreaming together about God re-writing the story in the community. They 
do this through relationships and programs and aim to be a preview of God’s Kingdom 
where all people are gathered around the same table and everyone has what they need to 
thrive. 

 
Patterson is involved with a number of community organizations, including the And Campaign Birmingham Chapter, which she helped 
start and currently serves as secretary of the leadership team. She is also a member of EmpowerED Birmingham, the Birmingham 
Coalition for Student Mental Health, and Birmingham Gospel Outreach. 
 
“Being selected for the We Raise Leadership Award is an honor I never would have expected to receive. Being in a position of leadership is 
a sobering and humbling privilege that I do not take lightly. I view leadership as a gift and a responsibility to steward and leverage for the 

good of others, especially those our society has purposefully left behind. I hope that receiving this award will shine a spotlight on all of the 
incredible people doing the work right along side of me. I don’t feel worthy, but I am deeply grateful for the honor of bearing witness to our 

collective and individual stories as we write the next chapter in Birmingham together!”         
 
 

        - Ms. Rachel Patterson 
 

  
 

 

The Leadership Award recognizes the commitment and service of one leader interrupting the cycles of poverty, violence, and inequality  
in the United States, whether through their professional work or as a volunteer.  

The Leadership Award was established in honor of Dr. Richard Herman, We Raise Foundation’s fourth president (2006-2015),  
a passionate supporter and encourager of young adult Christian leaders. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You! 
 
 
 
 

 

By generously investing in the ministry work of grantee partners, we are investing in the 
 numerous lives of those they touch. Second Corinthians reminds us that God promises to bless us abundantly  

for our obedience and multiply our giving beyond our expectations.  
So, in turn, we can continue to serve as conduits of His blessing to those in need.  

 
“Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply 

 and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness.  
You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion  

and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.” (2 Corinthians 9:10-11) 
 

We are thankful for your dedication and for your generous sharing of what God  
has placed in your hands to bring hope and lasting, positive  

change so that others can be filled with joy and hope for a better future. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FY2023 Financials 

A full copy of our audit report is available online at weraise.org. 

 

Program Expense is comprised of: Grants and Projects ($340,041), Program Education ($355,751),  
and Program Support ($205,128). 

Total Net Assets at 6/30/23 were $10,632,789. 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Board of Directors 

 

 
Ms. Marcella Brown, Vice President of Development and Communications, 
Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry, Cleveland, Ohio 
 
Mr. Mark Duesenberg, Former Vice President, General Counsel and 
Secretary, Ferro Corporation, Rocky River, Ohio [CHAIR] 
 
Mr. Gregory Jordan, Senior Vice President and Senior Managing Director, 
Foundation & Institutional Advisors, Northern Trust, Chicago, Ill.  
 
Dr. Ciuinal Lewis, Senior Executive Director, Gateway Foundation, Wood 
Dale, Ill.  
 
Rev. Dr. Gerald Mansholt, Former Bishop, East Central Synod of Wisconsin, 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Appleton, Wis. 
 
 
 
 
   
 

 

Mrs. Christine Messerschmidt, Associate, Thrivent Financial, 
Barrington, Ill. [VICE CHAIR] 
 
Mrs. Monique Nunes, Director of Diversity, Success Coaching, and Lead 
Conduct Officer, Concordia University Irvine, Irvine, Calif. [SECRETARY] 
 
Rev. Paul Schult, Senior Pastor, Redeemer Lutheran Church and School, 
Redwood City, Calif. 
 
Mr. Mike Wilson, Director of the Convention and Meeting Planning Division, 
American Veterinary Medical Association, Bloomingdale, Ill.  
 
 

 

Fiscal Year 2023 



 

 

Current Staff 
 Paul Miles, President and CEO 

 
Meredith Capocci, Senior Accountant 

 
Matt Croll, Director of Finance 

 
Sandi Croll, Director of Finance 

 
Rebecca Davis, Program & Events Coordinator 

 
Shannon Durio, Vice President of Development 

 
Jennifer Sievers, Manager of Advancement Services 

 
Anne Schoenherr Turner, Director of Communications 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
One Pierce Place, Suite 250E 

Itasca, Ill. 60143 
800.762.6748 | info@weraise.org 

weraise.org 
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